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QUOTE OF THE MONTH: 

 

Another Life Saved 
A very distraught gal called to tell us about a horse in des-
perate condition. Her sad story unfolded, as she told how 
she had planned on buying the horse and had paid for him. 
She was trying to help the owner who said she could not 
afford food for the horse. She had always wanted a horse 
and the price seemed cheap to her for a nine-year-old 
horse. She was optimistic that she would be able to bring 
him back to full weight. His ribs were showing and his spine 
stood up a little. 
 
It was going to take her two weeks to get things ready for 
him and arrange a trailer. The happy day arrived. The gen-
tleman who was to haul the horse took one look at him and 
said, “No way am putting that horse on my trailer.”  He was 
afraid that he would go down and they would not be able to 
get him back up. He naturally was concerned about the 
horse being sick also.  
 
The horse was holding up a back leg that was badly swollen and would not put it down on the 
ground. The gal could not believe how much more weight he had lost in just two weeks. There 
was also a large open infected puncture wound in his chest dripping pus. The owner had an un-
believable story about a pack of coyotes chasing the ...Continued on page 2.  

Please Contact HPS 
 

The sanctuary will need to 
have seven to eight truck-
loads of hay delivered to 
feed the horses through the 
winter. When I put out an 
email for help last month 
only one person responded 
and they did not show up. I 
called folks to beg for help. 
If we had a list of people 
who would be willing to give 
sometime to aid in the 
unloading and stacking of 
the hay it would be a tre-
mendous help.  Each load 
of hay will be 600 bales. If 
anyone is desperate for hay 
for their horses, please let 
us know. We may be able to 
help. We cannot always 
arrange for the hay to be 
delivered on a Saturday. It 
may be sometimes week-
day evenings. Please give 
the sanctuary a call or email 
if you can volunteer with this 
crucial job. If we have 
enough help it can be done 
quickly and easily.   
Please help:  704-855-
2978   horseprotection-
soc@vnet.net or 
hps@horseprotection.org   

Don’t Miss This: Carolina Traveler Films a Segment 
Can you imagine answering the phone and hearing,  “Hi, this is Mike Redding with Carolina Trav-
eler.”  If I had not recognized his voice, I would have thought one of the guys was playing a joke. 
We set a date for Mike and Andy Benton, the gentleman behind the camera, to come visit the 
sanctuary. Some of our members were able to join us. They wanted to film from the start of the 
day when the horses are brought in and fed. Mike picked who he wanted to visit with and what 
was to be filmed. Mike and Andy have a wonderful way of making folks feel at ease. Both have a 
great sense of humor and everyone enjoyed the morning with them. Everything went beautifully.   
We had planned a nice lunch and were sorry when they told us they needed to go to their next 
stop in their travels.  As they were washing up, Roberta came with the sad news that Dakota was 
down and could not get up. The camera was unpacked and off everyone went to help Dakota. 
Everyone forgot about the filming and was just concerned with helping Dakota. We worked  

together trying to get Dakota on to his feet to no avail. Dr. Christina 
Law arrived and used everything in her bag of tricks.  Perry Morgan 
was trying to help using his equipment. Dakota could not help. About 
this point everyone realized that Dakota’s problem was neurological. 
Finally after administering a list of drugs, Dakota was up and making 
an effort to stand. The problem was, he was standing on the front of 
his hooves rather than the bottoms. IV fluids with DMSO were given, 
and he was now standing on the bottom of his hooves. Dakota was 
not out of the woods and had to be able to remain standing. There 
was nothing else we could do for him. Unfortunately he could not and 
once down he could not get up. There was nothing more we could do 
to save him. It was a terrible end to what started out as a wonderful 
day. Continued on Page 2.      

A horse doesn't 
care how much 
you know until 
he knows how 
much you care. 
~Unknown 
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Another Life Saved Continued from Page 1… 
horse out of the fence.  
Once again Wendy Daniel dropped everything to haul a horse for HPS. The poor boy was locked 
in a small area with no sign of water or hay. The lot was bare of any vegetation. Poor Night Hawk 
did not have much time left before the terrible smelly infection turned septic. The back leg was still 
badly swollen, yet improving since he was putting weight on it. We slowly walked him from his 
prison of starvation to the waiting trailer. Wendy had put hay in the front and it was a big draw for 
him to get on the trailer. He seemed very leery about raising the back leg enough to get in. Night 
Hawk was weak and a 1 ½ on the body scoring.   
 
Once we arrived at the sanctuary, he did not want to leave the hay in the trailer. We assured him 
there was more hay waiting for him. He drank deeply before attacking the hay in his area. We 
started antibiotics and the veterinarian did a great job cleaning up the dead skin and tissue. The 
puncture was deeper than a finger. It was too late to sew the tissue closed and it had to be left 
open for the infection to drain.   
 
Night Hawk is doing wonderful. He is not 9 years old, but more like 15 years old. He did not want 
to have the wound scrubbed, was afraid of having the area washed with the hose, disliked the 
sound of the spray from the antibiotic can, and did not like the syringe put into the wound to flush it 
out. Once he understood that this was all to help him, he now stands nicely to let us doctor him.  

Don’t Miss This Continued from page 1... 
The following day we had a necropsy done at the state lab. The results were inconclusive. Every-
thing they tested for was negative. They did not test for EPM even though we had requested them 
to do the diagnostics.     
 
Carolina Traveler will air HPS’s story Saturday November 10th at 7:30pm on WCNC-TV.  I have 
been surprised and thrilled at the number of members who enjoy this program. I have always en-
joyed watching the show. Thank you again Mike and Andy for caring about the rescued, starved and 
abused horses of North Carolina. God bless everyone who worked so hard to try and save Dakota.   

It is out of tremendous pain and great privilege that I was asked to write about my beloved Dakota. As I reflect, 
I remember our special connection. Most of the time, we choose a special horse. I am honored to be the” cho-
sen one” of that huge, magnificent horse. He chose me in the middle of the night at the bottom of the pasture. 
That giant horse stepped out of the shadows of the night and wrapped his large neck around me, lifting me out 
of my shoes and into his heart. From that moment, we joined souls and only death has separated us. My heart 
received a powerful message that night! 
 
Dakota was rescued at the age of 4 from a desperate situation being one of the worst cases of starvation that 
an HPS horse has overcome. When Joanie went to get him, he fell to his knees not being able to hold up his 
own weight. Dakota had been at the sanctuary longer than any other horse. Because of being emotionally 
fragile, he was a permanent resident of the sanctuary. With care and love, he survived. 
 
Later in his life he became depressed and underweight. This brought the fear that he would grieve himself to 
death. At this point in his life he chose me, and we never left each other. It was our similar personalities that 
made us mesh. Both of us liked to play and make people laugh. I believe we were of the same fiber. He had 
the ability to get attention and draw a crowd. Joanie requested that I build his self confidence and give him 
courage. He loved it when after riding I would escort him around making everyone tell him that he was the 
most beautiful horse of all! Soon he expected it, looking for approval. How proud he was when his beloved 
Aunt Roberta presented him with his purple, tasseled cap! It evoked laughter, and that was what he liked best. 
At Christmas time, I bought us both reindeer antlers. He proudly paraded in front of his many admirers with 
glee--- - “look at me.”  
 
Dakota was the psychiatrist of the ranch. He sensed when someone was sad or in pain. When Roberta lost 
her Angel, he was there to comfort her. On the anniversary of Angel’s death, she brought a white rose to place 
on her grave only to turn around she see Dakota eating it! How’s that for a solemn moment! 
 
Most of all I want Dakota remembered not for his huge stature but for his unique and special way of making us 
laugh and also his big heart. My heart has been touched and will never be the same. I am honored to have 
been chosen by him. I have lost my best friend and my safe place in life, as I was in his. I promised Dakota 
that I would never leave him and I didn’t. It was my honor to be with him in the end.  As I conclude what I feel 
is my “love story”, I will use a verse his special friend Dottie shared with me. “The price of love is grief.”  I love 
you Dakota. 

My Tribute to Dakota By Mary Walters 

  
A Great No-Cost-To-
You Fundraiser for 
Horses....the Food 
Lion Shop & Share 

Program! 
  
Time is rapidly passing and 
the year will be over before 
we know it.  As many of you 
know, HPS participates in the 
Food Lion Shop and Share 
program whereby your MVP 
card number is linked to HPS 
as your charity of 
choice.  Doing this does NOT 
affect your MVP savings in 
any way, shape, or form. The 
total of your purchases just 
counts toward the total for 
HPS. Based on the total 
amount of groceries pur-
chased by folks linked to 
HPS, Food Lion makes a 
quarterly donation to HPS.  If 
you previously gave HPS 
your MVP card number, 
then we still have it and you 
do not need to do any-
thing.  This reminder is only 
for those folks 
who have NOT given HPS 
their MVP number.  If you 
would like to help horses in 
this way, just send your 
name, address, and  twelve 
(12) digit MVP card num-
ber to the ranch.  Please 
note that the twelve digits 
include the little bitty numbers 
at the beginning & end of the 
MVP number.  If you only 
send us ten digits, we cannot 
use it.  
       You can obtain MVP 
numbers from friends, co-
workers, etc. -- remember, 
you do not have to be a 
member to help in this 
way.   Monty says THANK 
YOU and is delighted to learn 
of a fundraiser that involves 
food (Navajo thought this 
was a pretty great thing too). 
Email: 
hps@horseprotection.org 
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Donation From: ___________________________ Phone#____________  
Address ___________________________________ City _____________ 
State _____  Zip ________  Email address ________________________ 
Please use my donation for: $_____New Barn Fund   $____General Use  
Angel Sponsor: $20 /1month  $60 /3 months   $120/6 months  $240/1 year 
Whom would you like to receive your Honor, Memorial, or Angel Sponsor 
(please circle)? Name: _____________________ Phone _____________ 
Address ___________________________City ___________ State _____ 
Zip ________ Email address____________________________________ 
Would you like the above recipient to receive “Over Herd” -  Yes    No 
Your message for the newsletter: 
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________ 
**Any donation is appreciated.  Please make your check payable to Horse  
Protection Society. 
**For a $25 or more donation, the named person can receive “Over Herd” for 1 
year. 
 
Mail completed form to: Horse Protection Society, 2135 Miller Road, China Grove, NC 
28023 

Monthly Donations 
 
 

Carmen Alvado-Savers 
Sheila & James Austin Jr. 
Carol & William Bellinghausen 
Helen & John Bishop 
Teresa & John Bonk 
Catherine  Briggs 
Cadenza Granite & Marble 
Gene Cain 
Jessica L. Cammarano 
Gayle Cannon 
Pam Carlton 
Patty Castiglia 
Frances & Billy Caudle 
Alan Church 
Kathryn  Clancy 
Kelly Clanton 
Shirley Comer 
Courtney Conder 
Patricia L. Curran 
Rita T. Curran 
Sue Curtis 
Spunky Dagenhart 
Sandra Dermer 
William & Kelly Donovan 
Ronda Duncan 
Janet Elmo 
Janet & Jeffrey Gilliam Foundation 
Mrs. Heath Hartsell Hedgpeth 
Dr. Leslie C. Henson 
Brown Hobbie 
R.S. Iscaro 
Beth Jenkins 
Mary & Peter Jurgel 
Anne N. Kenny 
Susan Kotraba 
Rhonda & Bruce Kramer 
Lillus Kurland 
Betty & Floyd Lentz 
Katherine Lofgen 
Sulena & Richard Long 
Susie Lurz 
Cathy Mayfield - Pretty Pups 
Roberta McCardle 
Jo Ann & Donald Means 
Elaine & Mario Merida 
Jill & Charles Messer Jr. 
Sandra Millen 
Robin Montgomery 
Jahala Morehead 
Ronnie Morgan 
Lisa Murray 
Ann Powlas 
Margaret & Kenneth Quick 
Holly Robbins 
Jo Rowell 
Justine & Mark Scruggs 
Harriet Seabrook 
Linda Shapleigh 
Gail Shinn 
Side Walk Deli Customers 
Sharon & Jerry Smith 
Hannah, Sloane & Shea Stewart 
Holly Stromberg 
Elaine Towner 
Carol Ray Upchurch 
Debbie Viducich 
Mary Walters 
Michael & Suzanne Webb 
Lisa C. Wilburn 
Gina Williams 
Shelagh A. Winter 
Kim Wrenn 

Want to help the horses? 
Just purchase Food Lion Gift Cards. 
For every dollar you spend in gift cards, Food Lion will donate 5% to 
HPS. You have to eat and so do the horses. 
Orders need to be sent to the address below or left at HPS by the 
30th of each month. 
You can purchase any amount from $5.00-$499. 
You use the cards at any Food Lion store and for anything in the 
store. Use them just like cash. 
Just fill out the order form below and you are ready to go. You will 
receive your order in 7 to 10 business days with information about 
using the cards and a receipt.  They are great for college students. 
Don’t forget the holidays! 
Any questions? Contact: 
Lisa Murray Gift Card Coordinator 
704-630-6155 or jmurray010@carolina.rr.com 
______________________________________________________ 
Order form 
NAME:_______________________________________________ 
ADDRESS:______________________________________________ 
PHONE NUMBER:_____________________________________ 
QTY @  $  (Example 4 @ $ 25) 
 
_______________                  * Cash checks or money orders only  *                                                       
 
_______________                  * Checks need to be made out to HPS* 
 
_______________ 
 
Send order to: Lisa Murray FoodLion Gift Card Coordinator 
                       6769 Goodman Lake Rd. Salisbury NC 28146 
                       704-630-6155 jmurray010@carolina.rr.com 

In memory of Jackie Osting's father, Joe D. Layton.  He loved horses.  

~By Joe and Lisa Murray 

In memory of Smokey, Melanie Boone's beloved kitty.  ~By Jahala 

Moorehead 

In memory of Dakota.  ~By Mary Walters 

In honor of Rocky Boone for his 

birthday. ~By Jahala Morehead 

Hannah, Sloane and Shea sold 

lemon-aid and raised funds for 

the horses.  "We love the horses,"  

Hannah, Sloane & Shea Stewart. 

The Mane Event 
 By Joyce Hixson 

You just never know where you are going 
to run into someone to come to the next 
Mane Event.  I have been diligently col-
lecting items for the next event. Two 
pieces of china were broken in a set I had 
accrued, so I went online to replace-
ments.com. In speaking to the person on 
the other end of the phone, I told him why I 
needed the china for an event in North 
Carolina. He proceeded to tell me he was 
in North Carolina and had moved from 
China Grove. I told him about the event, 
what a great time it was with all the won-
derful items he and his wife could bid on 
and it was for a great cause, the rescue of 
horses. The next thing I knew he said, 
“How do I get tickets!”  What a 
kick!!!!!!                      
 



Making the World a Better Place for Horses 

It is the mission of the Horse Protection Society of North 
Carolina Inc. to make the world a better place for horses 
through education, rescue and rehabilitation. 

Founded by Joan Benson and incorporated in 1999, we 
continue to reach out and to grow.  We are always seek-
ing new members. 

HPS is a fully incorporated 501(c)3 nonprofit organiza-
tions.  Your donations are the main source of income to 
support the sanctuary and are eligible for tax deduction. 

2135 Miller Road 

China Grove, NC 28023 

Phone: 704-855-2978 

Email: hps@horseprotection.org 

Check out our Web site: 
www.horseprotection.org 

Horse Protection Society of North Carolina 

Horse Protection Society  
2135 Miller Road 
China Grove, NC 28023 

HPS Officers 
President 
Vice President 
Treasurer 
Secretary 
Corresponding Secretary 
Historian 
Executive Director 
Newsletter 
Fundraising 
Event Coordinator 
Web Administration 
Medical Needs Chair 
New Member Orientation 
E-Bay Sales 
Café Press 
Ink Cartridge Recycling 

 
Kathy Haw  
Shannon McCoy 
Lisa Murray  
Dottie Rebhan 
Lauriane Nicklas  
Joanie Benson   
Shelly Walsh   
Kathy Haw 
Gayle Cannon 
Stephanie Maleady    
Colleen O’Malley  
Cindy Trobaugh  
 
Cindee Torba 
Cathy Morris  

 
(704) 782-0390  
(704) 633-8516 
(704) 630-6155  
(704) 633-0900 
(704) 273-3456   
(704) 855-2978   
(704) 724-0004  
(704) 782-0390 
(704) 483-0461 
(704) 560-9712   
(704) 544-6426   
(704) 942-4027  
 
(704) 210-8944 
(704) 872-6111 

 
KAHAW@US.IBM.COM 
sdavenport307@hotmail.com 
jmurray010@carolina.rr.com 
 
manyfacets@myway.com 
horseprotectionsoc@vnet.net 
shellywalsh@bellsouth.net 
KAHAW@US.IBM.COM 
gaylec43@charter.net 
smaleady@alltel.net 
doubleirish@juno.com 
ctrobaugh@carolina.rr.com 
 
ctorba2002@yahoo.com 
sprint474@bellsouth.net 

Equipment Maintenance             Debbie Cort & Brenda Lyons      (704) 273-3456                          cdakotashy@myway.com 
Vehicle Maintenance             Mike Eckles              (704) 541-3086                          meckles150@aol.com 
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